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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE CELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

IN THIS ISSUE
EVENT: 20th Anoiversary of the Kongolo Massacre.
DOCUMENTATION : Our Handicapped Spiritan Contreres.
NEWS : Decisions of the General Council - Jubilarians
- Our Dead.
N.B.: Because of the length and interest of the Documentation, the News has been reduced to the essential.
What could not be published this time will be included
in our next issue.

Event : KONGOLO, 1 JAN. 1962
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20th Anniversary

Spiritans began working in the eastern part of
Zai"re (then the Belgian Congo) in 1907-1909, and the
Congregation played its part in making this immense
country the largest Catholic community in Africa. By
1960, just before the Kongolo massacre, there were
already more than 4 million Catholics. At present the
total is 11 million Catholics in a population of 26 million, and nearly all the 48 Bishops are ·ZaYrean.
In 1961 there were 80 Spiritans, nearly all Belgian,
working in two (of the 35) Dioceses. In difficult conditions they had developed 11 missionary centres,
four of them in the town of Kongolo, where 25 Spiritans were working, and where there was a junior
seminary as well as primary, technical, domestic
science and teaching training schools.
The upheavals that followed independence (30
June 1960) are well known. Political and tribal rivalries, and insufficient preparation for independence, led
to the events which, from 1960 to 1965, cost the
lives of 209 missionaries (179 of them Catholic) .
The Kongolo massacre was only one of those events,
but it particularly shocked the world, and especially
the Congregation, by the number involved : 20 Spiritan missionaries gunned down in a matter of seconds.
The following is the briefest of summaries of a 25page report by Fr. Jules DARMONT, C.S.Sp., published in the General Bulletin No. 701, 9 Feb. 1962 :
On 30 Dec. 1961, Gizengist troops, headed by a lieutenant, invaded and searched the mission on the pretext
that it might be hiding Katangan soldiers. Some of the
men were drunk and raged against everything religious
and European; others were more restrained, even considerate. The missionaries were taken to a nearby military camp, imprisoned all night, and flogged next morning, Jan. 1st, in front of the junior seminarians. At
about 9.30 a.m., the Brother, 19 Fathers, a doctor and a
businessman were led out into the yard and shot down
in a hail of bullets. Many of the bodies were savaged by
young campfollowers, members of the Balubakat Youth,

The 20 Spiritan missionaries killed at Kongolo on 1 Jan. 1962
(with their age and years of service in the Congo).

before being thrown into the nearby Lualaba River. Only
one of the imprisoned Spiritans, Fr. DARMONT, escaped the massacre, being pushed back into his cell by a
sympathetic soldier (though he had . been the most
threatened, as he had been chaplain to the Katangan
troops). The massacre would probably have been avoided if the Colonel in charge of the Gizengist troops had
not been held up that morning by mechanical problems.
As soon as he arrived at 2 p.m., he saw to the protection
of the survivors and stripped some of the soldiers of
their rank. The danger continued for several days, however, and the mission was completely pillaged.

It was only on 16 Jan. that news of the massacre
reached the outside world, causing widespread indignation. A monument to the fallen missionaries was
raised at Gentinnes, Belgium (cf. Spiritan News,
Jan. 1979). Volunteers from other Provinces have
gone to the aid of the District of Kongolo (which covers four Dioceses now), and of the 37 Spiritans there,
25 are Belgian, 5 French, 3 Dutch, 3 Canadian and 1
Swiss. The Diocese of Kongolo itself now has 14
ZaYrean priests, compared with 7 in 1961.
Fr. GENERAL and Fr. DE BOER will be in Kongolo
for the observance of the 20th anniversary, and the
District will take the opportunity to hold its Enlarged
Council.

Documentation · SOME OF OUR HANDICAPPED
SPIRITAN CONFRERES

Like us, they thought : « It happens only to others»

The International Year of Disabled Persons is drawing to a close (there are some 450 million disabled persons in
the world). In response to a request from Fr. GENERAL, the Information Service would like to draw the attention of
the Congregation to some of our confreres whom God has asked (at the outset of their missionary vocation or after
years of apostolate) to accept to serve Him in quite different circumstances from what they had originally envisaged.
Our selection is not exhaustive, and we apologize if we failed to contact some (there is no file on the handicapped
at the Generalate). Most of those whom we wrote to replied. One or two did not, because of postal delays maybe. or
a quite understandable reticence which we respect. We are very grateful to those who agreed to share their
thoughts with us. They rarely have a chance to speak in our publications, and we regret that, for lack of space, we
have been able to give only brief extracts from their moving and inspiring contributions.

Fr. Philip SHANAHAN (Ireland), 56.

Missionary for 3 years in Kenya (1956-59).
Multiple sclerosis for more than 22 years.

Address : Holy Ghost Missionary College, Kimmage Manor, DUBLIN 12, Ireland.
"The early years of my vocation were like those of the
majority of young Spiritans, eager to serve Christ in foreign
lands. All went well until my final year at University, when,
at the age of 25, I had a sudden affliction of double vision. I
didn't know what had hit me. Indeed, I wasn't to know for
the next eight years that I had just received the first blow
from a disease known as multiple sclerosis, caused by the
degeneration of some of the tissue in the spinal cord.
After the preliminary attack, which lasted for three
months, I was subject to bouts of weakness and double vision at irregular intervals. Having got the B.A. in 1951 despite the grave handicap with reading and writing, I went to
Rockwell as a prefect (1951-52). During this time the feeling left my hands. Though it returned after about six
months, they were never quite as useful as before.
It was back to Kimmage again for me in 1952 and the
study qf theology. Despite my handicap I was ordained a
priest in July 1955. I was very grateful to the Congregation
for allowing me this privilege - the celebration of Mass is the
biggest joy of my day.

In 1956 I headed off to Kenya by boat on a missionary
journey. There I taught at the junior seminary at Kiserian,
near Nairobi, and worked among some of the Masai people.
Again there were bouts of double vision, and then I came
down with fever and was sent home in November 1959.
After various medical checks, I was told that I was a victim
of multiple sclerosis, for which there is no cure. And I was
grounded in Ireland.
I developed bad trouble in walking in 1964 and was
forced into a wheelchair in 196 7. It is not something I like
very much, and I find difficulty in accepting the loss of freedom which has .been imposed on me. Frustration and a
serise of helplessness are still more likely to come knocking
on my door than sweet resignation.
For the past two years I have been on a diet which
excludes all dairy products, and this seems to have arrested
the condition. I am fonunate to live in a community that
looks after those of us who are not as well or as fit as we
would like to be.,,

Fr. Jean-Marie LOURY (France), 57.

Missionary for 8 years in Madagascar (1951-59).
Poliomyelitis for the past 22 years.
Address: Maison Saint-Jean, L'Hermitage, 95110 SANNOIS, France ..
"It all goes back to January 1959, shonly after I returned
to Madagascar from my first home leave. Although I was in
excellent physical condition at the time, I was suddenly
struck down by polio. It took 48 hours to stop the progress
of the virus, and by then it had done its work. My entire
body was paralysed. I couldn't move a single muscle, not
even a finr;er, and I had to remain for several weeks in an
iron lung, m total immobility. It was difficult, physically and
morally, as my nerves were not affected, only the muscles.
For three months I was unable to speak, because of the
breathing apparatus, and could express my wishes only by
clicking my tongue. It was four months before I regained
the use of my hands. Luckily, during all that time I felt
myself supponed by my confreres, who took turns at my
bedside each night.
After I was invalided home to France, I had two years of
physiotherapy, with barely perceptible progress, but still
enough to boost my morale: the joy one day of being able to
sit up, then to put my feet on the qround, then to stand, and
finally to take my first step again. Mini-performances indeed, but each one a conquest giving new courage to keep
on trying.
By 1961 I was able to return to community life, in a
wheelchair, while continuing the physiotherapy. I gave pri-
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vate lessons to postulant Brothers, and in 1962 was named
assistant novice master for the Brothers, later becoming bursar and then community superior. For the past few years
there has been no funher progress. Considering my state at
one time, I am now well off, but I have to keep up a constant
effon so as not to slip back. At the moment a sedentary
occupation gives me at least the opponunity to be with
young people in an annex to one of the Auteui/ orphanages.
The most difficult thing was to accept the sacrifice of
active missionary life, the sudden break at a time when,
humanly speaking, I would have been able to work most
effectively for the missions: I was acclimatized and had got
a good knowledge of the local language and customs. All
gone in the space of a few hours. I had to say 'yes' to
God's will, to a different way of being a missionary - one not
envisaged during my years of formation, but which I have
·
come to accept.
I can never be grateful enough to all those healthy people
who, without complaining or making me feel pitied, have
been able to give me courage and joy by their understanding
attitude more than by their words. That is imponant, as
one can be demanding when one feels different from others. "

Fr. Charles ANDREA (France), 69.

Missionary for 25 years in Cameroon (1946-70).
Paralysis of the legs for the past 11 years.
Address : Maison Saint-Leon, WOLXHEIM-CANAL, 67120 MOLSHEIM, France.
"For my second assignment in Cameroon, in 1954, I had
got the Bishop 's permission for the patroness of the parish
to be the Immaculate Conception, and it was precisely on
the feast of the Immaculate Conception, 8 Dec. 1970, that I
was flown to Douala, paralysed. The paralysis had struck
three days before, reaching up to my chest. For two years I
was examined by eight hospitals in Paris to try to find the
cause, with no conclusion at the end but 'tropical disease'.
For my first three days in Paris I did nothing but sleep.
Then I began to think and take stock of my situation: I
couldn't move - not even ·sit up or turn over. I was totally
dependent on others - a terrible realization. I sank into the
depths of despair - 'de profundis •.
By the grace of God, after ten days I was sent to a centre
for handicapped people at Garches. When I saw young
paraplegics, and especially tetrap/egics, 17-20 years old,
some not even able to get around in a wheelchair or eat by
themselves, my morale immediately shot up: Thanks, Lord,
at least You have left me my arms. From that moment I
was almost happy and began to live again. The sight of the

misfonunes of others makes one forget one's own. Perhaps that is the meaning of sharing: helping someone else to
eat, to light a cigarette, etc. It was then that I realized that I
was doing a refresher course for a different kind of missionary work to what I had been doing for 25 years in Cameroon. To accept my handicap and my complete dependence on others, to accept their ill-temper even (for there is
that too at times, and I still find it hard}, to hide my frustration and learn to receive help with a smile - the list is long.
Especially, to offer it all up for my mission and for the confreres who are continuing the work back in Cameroon.
Do not think that I am a manyr - there have been lots of
consolations. I have learnt and experienced in various hospitals the meaning of charity and devotion. I have been
greatly helped too by the affection of so many confreres
who have come to visit me. Even after 11 years, parishioners from my mission continue to write. So do my confreres
in Cameroon, and when they are back in France some of
them do not hesitate to travel 500 or 1,000 kms to say
Mass with me. I thank them most sincerely. Indeed, how
good and how pleasant it is when brothers live in unity I "

Fr. Michel LAST (Canada), 36.

Missionary for one year in Nigeria (1971-72).
Amputation of left arm 9 years ago.
Address: Noviciat Spiritain, 92 Rue Pacifique, FARNHAM, P.O., J2N 2J4, Canada.
"As a result of a childhood accident-, and after several
operations, my left arm was already shoner and weaker than
my right when I joined the Congregation. At the voting for
promotion to tonsure I was turned down, as there were
doubts about my ability to go to the missions, so I asked
and received permission to do a trial period there.
I taught for a year at a secondary school in Nigeria, and
then my left arm took a turn for the worse. A specialist recommended that I have an operation, so I returned to Canada
in July 1972. My arm kept swelling and, after various tests,
it was found that there was a malignant tumour. On 11
August the arm was amputated.
On my return from the operation my first awareness was
of a confrere beside me saying: "You know, we're your
family, we're with you". That was a great comfon. But
then there were the days of doubt. In front of the crucifix I
would tell myself: "I must change course; my place is not in
the religious life " . Physical rehabilitation was rapid",;,nough,
but psychologically I went from bad to worse, going through
a period of deep anxiety and claustrophobia. At times I
thought I was going to go crazy. And in the street I felt that
people were staring at me.

At the time I was sharing community life with two confreres, and luckily they treated me as if nothing was wrong.
Thanks to their respect and affection, I was able to unburden
myself continually to them and they helped me to climb out
of the pit. But it was three . long years of darkness. I was
also afraid that the cancer would spread. However, the
experience contributed in the Jong run to personal growth
and integration.
Admitted to perpetual vows in 1974, I continued towards the priesthood. Waiting for the indult from Rome
was another anxious moment. Eventually I was ordained in
7976. At times I wonder at the Lord's ways with me, but
He seems to reply : "It is not your business, I am the God of
the impossible".
I was delighted when finally the doctor said I could go
back to the missions. But then I caught myself and thought:
" I made my own projects before and the Lord changed
them. Maybe I had better ask Him what He himself wants".
And my superiors appointed me novice master. I have never felt more missionary than now. For me, to be a missionary means to be a man of hope. "

Fr. William J. JACKSON (USA East), 51

Missionary for 13 years in Tanzania and Ethiopia.
Effects of a stroke for the past 8 years.

Address: .6230 Brush Run Road, BETHEL PARK, Pa. 15102, USA.

Reply from Fr. Vincent I. CRONIN, First Provincial Assistant. ·
"Fr. JACKSON has asked me to answer your letter for
him. The effects of the cardio-vascular accident which he
suffered in Ethiopia in August 1973 have been reduced now
to where aphasia is his most serious problem.
Following his stroke, he was brought back here ·to Pittsburgh to live with his family. After about two years he went
to our retirement home in Sarasota, Florida. He was hospitalized intermittently during that period for pain and mental
confusion and he had a marked loss of function on his right
side. Physical examinations and extensive testing at that
time indicate marked loss of brain tissue on the left cerebrum.
In 1976 he returned to Pittsburgh to his family's home,

wh.ere he made slow but steady progress due to physical
therapy etc. In 1980, when our seminary here in Bethel
Park was convened to a Spiritan Animation Centre, he was
invited to come and live in the community here. He had regular speech re-training from a professional voice teacher and
he pursues a physical maintenance program, with panicular
emphasis on swimming and walking.
With suppon and encouragement from his confreres,
he is now a full panicipant in community life and activities at
Bethel; he is able to celebrate Mass daily with assistance;
and he even drives a car again, which allows him to be quite
mobile. He seems happy with his living situation, and we
think he is making a good recovery. "
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Fr. Gwenael LE PART (France), 52.

Missionary for 23 years in Madagascar (1955-78).
Paralysis of the legs for the past 3 years, as a result of a car accident.
Address: Presbytere, 56530 QUEVEN, France.
"My story is a simple one. I was professed in 1948 and
arrived in Madagascar in 1955. In 1978, while on my way
with some confreres to a meeting, I was involved in a motorcar accident. Result: three months in a reanimation ward
and two years in hospital.
This time it was the great meeting with Suffering (with a
capital SJ. Apart from the pain, there was the feeling of solitude, though, of course, there was contact with the other
patients and the hospital staff, not to mention visits. I had
always been afraid of being in hospital and was in no way
prepared for the experience. I had often had to deal with
disabled people, and the thought had occurred to me: "Suppose one day I were like them . . . " But I consoled myself:
accidents like that happen only to others.
And then you suddenly find yourself in a hospital bed,
completely dependent on others. Strangely, the close brush
with death did not scare me, but for a Jong time I was really
scared that I would never leave hospital.
Gradually hope began to resurface : hope that I would get
out some day - in a wheelchair perhaps - but at least get
out. The 22-month stay in hospital was a second novitiate,

an updating course. It was my experience of the desert, but
the Lord helped me and gave me hope.
At last the great day came - better than the end of the
novitiate or my departure for my first mission. There was
no external celebration, but in my heart and mind I rejoiced:
one February morning in 1980 I was able to pack my baggage in my car at the door of the re-education centre and set
off, ALL ALONE, for my next mission. Some priest friends
of mine in my home diocese had invited me to be a member
of their parish team. What I am able to do is of course limited, but at least I can get around on my own. The Province
provided me with a car, into which I manage on my own to
get not only myself but my wheelchair as well. A handicap
is a form of poverty, requiring humility and acceptance if one
is not to become bitter. One has to avoid thinking nostalgically about the past and accept new forms of service.
I have not forgotten Madagascar, of course, after 23
years there - half my life. I still dream of going back - but to
do what? To be a drag on my confreres? My legs carried
me over thousands of kilometres in Madagascar: they are
dead now. Tough! But one has to learn to "lose a few
feathers " if one is to remain useful and optimistic. "

Fr. Louis-Marie FRIOUX (France), 34.

Missionary for 5 years in Centrafrica (1975-80).
Nearly blind for the past year.
Address: Seminaire des Missions, 12 Rue du P. Mazurie, CHEVILLY-LARUE, 94150 RUNGIS, France.
,, I am rather surprised at being considered disabled.
Wrongly perhaps, I have never thought of my accident as
serious. A detached retina, diagnosed too late, detached
me with all speed from Bangui. A Jong and successful operation was spoiled unfortunately by an infection that left me
blind in one eye and with only partial vision in the other.
I was released from hospital after two months and, in
spite of promises, there is no possibility of any further operation. The anaesthetic used has also left some effects: a
certain loss of memory and a feeling of euphoria (I am not
sure whether this latter is harmful or a blessing).
Since last April I have been studying Braille, and I hope to
be able to return to Bangui to help in the recently constructed centre for the blind. I think of myself, therefore, as
someone doing a refresher course while on long leave. The

study of Braille, the search for ways of improving my vision,
and research on mechanical aids for the blind, occupied the
first six months of this year, which I spent at Chevilly. Du.ring the month of .July I was able to function almost normally
in a city ministry, far from Paris, replacing two priests who
were on leave.
Naturally there are moments of discouragement, and lots
of little automatisms to re-create, as well as clumsiness and
the embarrassment that goes with it. But these are minor
problems. I hope to get back to my mission as soon as
possible. A problem there will be how to get around, as
there is so much driving to be done. A bit of inventiveness in
this field will be .necessary. The main thing will be to find a
community that accepts my limitations. I hope to be able to
find one. "
·

NEWS
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 22 Oct., confirmed the election of Fr. Peter STEINBRECHER, at present working with Missie (Aachen, Germany), as Principal Superior of the District of Southern Africa,
to take effect as soon as he obtains his visa. The term of
the present Principal Superior, Fr. Richard JEHLE, is prolonged until such date;
• on 22 Oct., appointed Fr. Conrad MAURON (Switzerland)
Superior of the International Team in Paraguay, from 15
Dec.;

over the editorship of the Spiritan magazine Pentec6te sur le
Monde at Rue Lhomond . Fr. Roland QUESNEL, of the Province of Trinidad, at present working at the Generalate in the
Secretariat and Information Service, was appointed to succeed him as head of the Information Service on 1 July
1982.

Jubilarians
60 Years of Profession:
2 Feb. : Br. Karl EICKER (Germany)
25 Mar. : Fr. Heinrich POHLEN (Alto Jurua).

• arpointed Fr. Armand BERGHMANS (Belgium) to the Genera Procure in Fribourg, as from 1 Oct.;

Our Dead

• on 2 Nov., accepted the request from the French Province
that Fr. Jean GODARD be released from his duties as head
of the Information Service in Rome on 1 July 1982, to take

24 July
20 Oct.
24 Oct.

Fr. GaAtan PAQUETTE (Canada), 71
Br. Gregoire HEILMANN (France), 83
Br. Anton KONIG (Germany), 77.
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